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   KET FACTS 

Up to 3.6 million  
Children out of school 

8.1,000,000 

Children affected by  
school closures 
 
45.2 percent  
Women and girls 
 are illiterate 

Only 45.5 percent 

Of schools have access  
To safe water 

Only 57.1 percent 

Of schools have soap  
for proper handwashing  
 

EDUCATION WITHIN COVID-19  

Over 8.1 million students across Sudan have been hit hard with the closure of 

schools due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Sudan has both the largest number and the highest rate of out-of-school 

children in the Middle East and North Africa region. Up to 3.6 million children 

aged 5 to 13 years are out-of-school – more than half are girls.  

In Sudan, literacy rates also remain low, particularly among young women: 

overall, some 45.2 percent of girls and women aged 15-24 are illiterate.  

Less than half of grade 3 students who can read comprehend what they read. 

In numeracy, less than half (46 percent) of the children can correctly solve 

level one addition and only 40 percent can solve level one subtraction.   

As per the 2018-2019 Ministry of Education conducted National WASH in 

School Assessment, only 45.5% of the schools have access to safe water, 

while access to improved sanitation is 50.8%. Handwashing practice is about 

56.5%, while in 57.1% of the schools there is no soap for proper hand 

washing. There are wide variations in access between states and between 

urban and rural areas – with grave implications on public health risks.  
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 RESPONSE 

UNICEF is supporting the Federal and State Ministries of Education in Sudan 

with the continuation of education by collaborating with national TV and Radio. 

Including providing e-learning via various digital platforms including YouTube 

and Facebook and paper-based materials to reach all students. 

UNICEF support to the ministry of Education includes immediate reviews for 

Grade 8 and Grade 11 students, and support students to sit for their exams in 

a safe and protective environment. 

UNICEF is working with the Federal and state ministries of education to 

specifically develop minimum standards for safe operation of schools including 

the IPC and WASH protocols that need to be in place by the time of the 

proposed reopening in September/October 2020. This includes learning shifts, 

redistribution of teachers between urban and rural schools, provision of WASH 

facility in each school. 

UNICEF is in the process of supporting WASH interventions in schools with 

particular focus on handwashing, provision of hygiene supplies and where 

possible support rehabilitation and extension of WASH services. 

 

KEY MESSAGES  

When children are out of school for prolonged periods of time, their exposure 

to physical, emotional and sexual violence increases. Their mental health 

deteriorates. They are more vulnerable to child labour and less likely to break 

out of the cycle of poverty. For the most marginalized, missing out on school - 

even if only for a couple of weeks - can lead to negative outcomes that may 

last a lifetime. Children who lack access to education might also have a lower 

life expectancy and poorer health outcomes. 

Ways of supporting your community include sharing accurate information and 

awareness on COVID-19 risks and important habits such as physical 

distancing and frequent handwashing.  We continue to do everything we can 

to support the Transitional Government to help keep students learning – at 

home, online, offline – wherever they are. 

The wide gap in access to WASH services poses a challenge to a safe and 

clean environment in schools. The National WASH in School Assessment 

findings will be used to guide resource mobilization and prioritize WASH 

interventions in schools focusing on the most in need. Ahead of the schools 

pending safe reopening this is an opportunity to take actions to make schools 

safer now and more resilient to future crises. 
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